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“Many may see the diagram [c.35 values] as the findings of the 
research. However, this is just the start of the findings, not the end. 
It is crucial to reflect on what such themes and insights really 
mean.”

https://bristoluniversitypressdigital.com/monobook-oa/book/9781447374909/9781447374909.xml


Listening spaces: Nottingham shire

Being there no matter what
• “There is a difference between being there and being 

there for a reason”
• Unconditional love, cuddles, food
• Thoughtfulness

Knowing what’s happening
• Honesty within parameters
• Timeliness
• Interaction with the value of privacy

Awareness of kinship carer needs
• Aging carers



Listening spaces: Slough 



Listening spaces: Kinship offices

Role of the social worker and professionals
• An ‘offer’ is not day-to-day practice
• Sense of not being believed or liked
• Cultural differences in disciplinary practices

Feelings around birth parents
• Anger around behaviours that led to the 

placement
• Compassion and hope for separate support

Awareness of complex experiences and 
systems





When asked to choose their top priority, less-heard 

voices split almost evenly between financial stability and 

child wellbeing. Other Kinship carers chose child 

wellbeing by nearly three to one.

The gaps are consistent. Only 33% feel their LA 

understands them (vs 45%). Just 17% feel decisions are 

explained clearly - less than one in six. School support 

matters more (44% vs 30%). Even peer connection, 

knowing they are not alone, registers lower, perhaps not 

because it matters less, but because more urgent needs 

crowd it out.
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